
The Long Beach Heritage Museum urgently needs to 	 nd 

storage space and relocate its huge collection of Long Beach 

artifacts within 2 months - BEFORE JULY 1, 2012!   The Museum 

was informed October that it was going to have to move, 

but after several months of meetings with council members, 

business contacts & others, numerous proposals and ideas 

have been put forth but no solution has been found to save the 

LBHM assets.

We need to preserve, protect & plan 

the future of the enormous collection 

compiled by Ken Larkey over 74 years.   

The most famous articles include the 

Harriman Jones soda fountain, the 

Iowa Barbershop pole and historic 

displays from the Virginia Hotel, Paci	 c 

Coast Club, Queen Mary and the 

original LB airport. 

Although several small exhibits have been set up within the 

community, there is still in excess of 4,000 sq. ft. of items that 

need to be stored and preserved.

Who do you know that might be able to help?  Maybe a 

commercial real agent, a large corporation or a local business 

that has some warehouse space they would allow the Museum 

to use.  Maybe you know a business that would like to display a 

portion of the artifacts for the public to see.   

The entire collection currently in storage must be moved 

before July 1st and so far no 	 rm commitment has been made.  

The task of moving the historic artifacts is not something that 

can be accomplished quickly so we 

need to start packing and moving as 

soon as possible. 

Please call Marshall Pumphrey, LBHM 

President & Curator to discuss any 

ideas or possibilities.  He can be 

reached at (562) 810-4963.LONG BEACH HERITAGE MUSEUM
Membership Application

First Name ________________________  Last Name  ______________________ M.I.  _________

Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

Home Phone ____________________________ Work Phone _____________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________

 For $20.00, I would like to help preserve the Heritage of Long Beach.  Please add me as a member 
 I would also like to make a Contribution to the Building Fund in the amount of:

   $25     $50      $100      $500      $1000      Other $____________ 

 I am interested in volunteering or serving on a committee.  
Please have someone contact me at the 
  phone number or 

 email address listed above.

As a Member of the Long Beach Heritage Museum, you will receive:
  A FREE copy of the Long Beach Heritage Museum Book
  A FREE subscription to the Long Beach Heritage Museum BI-Annual Newsletter
  VIP Invitations to LBHM events
  20% discount on LBHM Books and merchandise

Your membership dues also provide needed funding for the Long Beach Heritage Museum and their 
ongoing e¤ orts to preserve and exhibit items which represent the colorful history of Long Beach.
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Shillelagh Restaurant
2742 East Fourth Street, Long Beach
Before there was a Hollywood, the 

Balboa Studios made 	 lm history 

in Long Beach as the Jewel of the 

Silent Era.  Between 1913 and 1918, 

the studio was the most productive 

independent studio in the world 

releasing silent movie hits like 

St. Elmo, The Red Circle, Little Mary Sunshine, Who Pays?, The 

Neglected Wife, Shadows and Sunshine and Who Is ‘Number 

One?’

Continued on Page 2 - Balboa Studios

New Photo Exhibit 
featuring Long Beach’s Balboa Studios, 1910-1923

A BONUS FOR ALL HERITAGE MUSEUM MEMBERS

Hot o�  the Presses!  
Claudine Burnett’s New Book
Soaring Skyward: 
A History of Aviation in and around Long Beach

Retail Price $29.95
Member Discount Price Only $25.00
Includes Shipping and Handling
Send a Check or Postal Money Order to:

LONG BEACH HERITAGE MUSEUM
5318 E. 2nd St # 331
Long Beach Ca. 90803

Also available, Claudine Burnett’s

Haunted Long Beach 2. 
Retail Price $19.95
Member Discount Price Only $15.95 
Includes Shipping and Handling.

Renew Membership Now 
& Validity will be thru December 2012

EXTRA! THE CLOCK IS TICKING!

Ken Larkey’s High School 
Photo. Year he started 
collecting LB artifacts.

Ken Larkey and Marshall 
Pumphrey 
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Looff’s Lite-A-Line
2500 Long Beach Boulevard, Long Beach

Cyclone Racer – The World’s Greatest Ride!  

For 38 years, the riders of the Pike’s Cyclone 

Racer saw that sign at the highest peak of 

the racer’s track and most readily agreed.   

Opened in 1930, the Cyclone drew more 

than 25 million people to experience the thrill and speed of 

one of the best roller coasters of the era.  The only two-track 

roller coaster in the United States, the Cyclone was torn down 

in 1968 to make way for a roadway (Shoreline Drive) to take 

people to the newest attraction in Long Beach – The Queen 

Mary.

Many movies were 	 lmed using the Cyclone Racer including 

several Abbott and Costello classics as well as It’s a Mad, Mad, 

Mad, Mad World and the 1950’s horror 	 lm Monster From the 

Bottom of the Sea, when an evil creature emerged from the 

ocean to swallow the end of the ride.

Thanks to Ken Larkey, the founder of 

the Long Beach Heritage Museum, 

one of the Cyclone Racer’s infamous 

cars was saved, renovated and is now 

displayed at Mike Cincola’s Lite-A-Line, 

2500 Long Beach Blvd.  You are invited to 

drop by and see the Cyclone Race Car along 

with Loo¤ ’s famous Pike Carousel and other 

Long Beach Pike memorabilia daily from 

11:30 AM until 2:00 AM.  It is worth a visit 

and you will enjoy stepping back into a unique period of Long 

Beach’s history. 

You might recognize some of the illustrious names associated with 

the Studios: Jack London, William Fox, Fatty Arbuckle, Buster Keaton, 

Ruth Roland, Jackie Saunders, Baby Marie Osborne, Henry King, William 

Desmond Taylor and others.

While nearly 80% of the silent 	 lms in the world have disappeared 

due to decomposition or neglect, there are many great 

photographs that survive today.  The Long Beach Heritage Museum 

is proud to announce the establishment of a Balboa Studio Photo 

Exhibit featuring nearly 30 historic photos.  The exhibit can be seen 

daily at the Shillelagh Restaurant on Fourth Street in Long Beach.  

Shillelagh is open 7-days-a-week for breakfast, lunch and dinner.  

Future ‘Silent Film Nights’ are being planned.  Watch this newsletter for 

dates, times and more information.

2500 Long Beach Blvd.  You are invited to 

drop by and see the Cyclone Race Car along 

with Loo¤ ’s famous Pike Carousel and other 

Long Beach Pike memorabilia daily from 

Now Available
Claudine Burnett’s New Book: Soaring Skyward
Her NEW book captures the history of Aviation in and around Long Beach

LBHM is proud to announce the release of Board Member Claudine Burnett’s new book, Soaring 

Skyward: A History of Aviation In and Around Long Beach.  The result of 20 years of extensive research, 
the 300+ page book is sure to provide new information for aviation and history enthusiasts.  Over 125 
photos are included, many from the Long Beach Heritage Museum extensive collection.  The brave 
e¤ orts by many people are discussed in the book including:

• Tiny and Ethel Broadwick: Two daring women who parachuted out of airplanes when many men 
refused to do so;

• World War II ferrying pilots led by Barbara Erickson London, whose service to America 
was not recognized until 1977;

• How the Dominguez Air Meets held in Southern California from 1910-1913 caused an immediate “Aviation Fever” and inspired 
the Birnie brothers (Pasadena) and Glenn Martin (Orange County) to build their own air ships;

• Frank Champion, LB’s First airman, traveled to England to study with Louis Bleriot 
and eventually taught Earl Dougherty to µ y;

• Monty Montejo, one of the 	 rst Hispanic aviators and the man who taught Amelia Earhart how to µ y;
• Learn about the early days of ballooning, air circuses, parachute jumps, barnstorming, air meets, Douglas Aircraft, the Spruce 

Goose and much more aviation history!  

Burnett’s book is full of interesting Long Beach Aviation History and takes a look at the past and future of aviation in Southern 
California.  AND as a Long Beach Heritage Museum member you can buy this book at a special discounted price with proceeds 

bene	 ting the Museum.

Upcoming Events of Interest
BALBOA FILMS HISTORIC PHOTO DISPLAY 
Historic photos from the Balboa Film Studios

Shillelagh Restaurant
2742 East Fourth Street, Long Beach
Ongoing and daily 

BALBOA FILMS ‘FILM NIGHTS’
Exclusive showings of Balboa Films Silent Movies

Shillelagh Restaurant
2742 East Fourth Street, Long Beach
Soon to be scheduled.  Please visit our website 
www.longbeachheritagemuseum.org for details.

CYCLONE RACE CAR, LOOFF’S CAROUSEL AND PIKE MEMOBABILIA
Looff’s Lite-A-Line
2500 Long Beach Blvd, Long Beach
Open Daily from 11:30 am – 2:00 am

BOOK SIGNING BY CLAUDINE BURNETT
Soaring Skyward: A History of Aviation in and around Long Beach
Soon to be scheduled at the Long Beach Airport & Legends of 
Aviation Restaurant. Please visit our website 
www.longbeachheritagemuseum.org for details.

AIRLINE MEMORABILIA SHOW AND SALE
Saturday, June 16, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Embassy Suites Hotel LAX South
1440 East Imperial Avenue, El Segundo 

BELMONT SHORE SIDEWALK SALE
Saturday & Sunday, July 20 & 21, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Belmont Shore in Long Beach

BELMONT SHORE CAR SHOW 
Sunday, September 9, 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Belmont Shore in Long Beach 

Thanks to Ken Larkey, the founder of 

the Long Beach Heritage Museum, 

one of the Cyclone Racer’s infamous 

cars was saved, renovated and is now 

� e Cyclone Racer Exhibit featuring a newly restored Cyclone Car, Loo� ’s 
Carousel and other Long Beach Pike Memorabilia.  

Balboa Studios 
Studios from Cover Page


