
LONG BEACH HERITAGE MUSEUM
Membership Application

First Name ________________________  Last Name  ______________________ M.I.  _________

Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

Home Phone ____________________________ Work Phone _____________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________

 For $20.00, I would like to help preserve the Heritage of Long Beach.  Please add me as a member 
 I would also like to make a Contribution to the Building Fund in the amount of:

    $25     $50      $100      $500      $1000      Other $____________ 

 I am interested in volunteering or serving on a committee.  
Please have someone contact me at the 
  phone number or 
  email address listed above.

As a Member of the Long Beach Heritage Museum, you will receive:
 A FREE copy of the Long Beach Heritage Museum Book
 A FREE subscription to the Long Beach Heritage Museum BI-Annual Newsletter
 VIP Invitations to LBHM events
 20% discount on LBHM Books and merchandise

Your membership dues also provide needed funding for the Long Beach Heritage Museum and their ongoing 
efforts to preserve and exhibit items which represent the colorful history of Long Beach.

The Long Beach Heritage Museum began as a whim, 
which turned into a dream, and then a reality.  Today 

it survives only as a dream.  Since opening in 1971, the 
Museum and its founder, Ken Larkey, have amassed an 
impressive collection of photographs and artifacts that 
represent the colorful past of 
Long Beach.  Unfortunately, all of 
these unique items have been in 
storage since 1994 awaiting the 
discovery of a building able to 
house and display the collection, 
making it once again available to 
the public.   

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM  

As a whim, Museum Founder 
Ken Larkey began collecting 
Long Beach historical artifacts at 
the age of nine.  That whim lead to the dream of a historical 
museum in Long Beach, and that dream became a reality in 
February, 1971 when the “Queen of the Beaches Museum” 
opened on the north corner of First Street and Linden 
Avenue. Soon after opening, the museum was renamed the 
“Long Beach Heritage Museum” to avoid confusion with the 
local ‘Queen Mary Museum’.

In 1973, the Long Beach Heritage Museum moved to a new 
location on Third Street where it remained open to the 
public and free-of-charge for the next 20 years.  However, 
the city declared the building substandard in 1994, 
requiring the museum’s entire collection to be put into 
storage where it remains today.

The impressive variety of artifacts in the Long Beach 
Heritage Museum collection includes items from the “Coney 

Island of the West”, also known as the “Long Beach Pike”, 
“Queen’s Park”, and “Nu-Pike”:
•	 The	only	Cyclone	Rollercoaster	Car	known	to	exist.		

Once billed as “the greatest thrill ride in the world”, the 
Cyclone was torn down in 1968, along with many of the 
remaining ‘Pike’ structures.  This historic car will soon 
be on exhibit to the public at the “Looff’s Lite-A-Line” 
located at 2500 Long Beach Boulevard. (See articles on 
page 2 and 3.)

•	 A	Beautiful	Trophy	from	the	Pike’s	Cinderella	Grand	
Ballroom, circa 1923-1968

•	 A	German-made	ceramic	porcelain	doll	used	as	a	prize	
on the ‘Pike’, circa 1930 

•	 A	penny	scale	from	the	Pike	midway	
•	 Old	Pike	parking	lot	neon	sign

Artifacts from the Pacific Coast Club and the Virginia Hotel 
include:
•	 Virginia	Hotel	Silver	Serving	Set,	circa	1908	
•	 An	original	upholstered	chair	from	the	Pacific	Coast	

Club
•	 A	display	case	with	original	Pacific	

Coast Club china dinnerware & 
menus

From the City of Long Beach there 
is: 
•	 Leigh	Navy	Landing	brass	

plaque honoring Admiral 
Leigh & his officers for their 
heroic service rendered 
during the 1933 earthquake

•	 An	11-foot	long	solid	redwood	
surfboard used by Long Beach 
lifeguards, circa 1933 

•	 A	City	Hall	Directory,	circa	1923
•	 Long	Beach	Post	Office	chandelier,	circa	

1936
•	 Historic	mahogany	church	pews	from	the	First	Christian	

Church, circa 1924
•	 The	last	working	drug	store	soda	fountain	in	the	city,	

salvaged	by	Ken	Larkey	from	the	Harriman	Jones	Drug	
Store located on Broadway & Cherry 

•	 LB	Fire	Department	hydrants	
•	 LB	City	Parking	meters
•	 City	Bus	Fare	Box,	circa	1932

CYCLONE RACER BACK ON TRACKS! 
Read how a piece of L.B. history will be back on display, pg. 3
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OUR DREAM: PRESERVING THE LONG BEACH HERITAGE MUSEUM 

Please mail this application with payment to:
Long Beach Heritage Museum
P. O. Box 14641
Long Beach, CA 90803

by Marshal Pumphrey

AN UPDATE ON KEN LARKEY
Supporters of the Long Beach Heritage Museum were saddened 
to learn that Ken Larkey, the founder and curator of the museum, 
has had a stroke. He is now in a board-and-care facility where 
he is receiving very good care. We are glad to report that he has 
kept his sense of humor and his interest in Long Beach history, 
and is still able to recall obscure facts about the Long Beach of 
long ago, and in great detail.

Since Ken is no longer able to manage the day-to-day operations 
of the museum, he has asked Marshall Pumphrey to take over these tasks. Marshall is a 
long-time and strong supporter of the museum who is passionate about maintaining 
Long Beach’s heritage and especially the fine collection that Ken has built. We are grateful 
that he is able to continue Ken’s work on behalf of the people of Long Beach. Please 
contact Marshall directly for any Museum business, (562) 987-1904.
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by Mike Cincola

Arthur Looff built the carousel 
building for his father, Charles 

Looff, and installed their beautiful 
carousel on the Long Beach Pike in 1911.  
The Cyclone Racer was built in 1930 on 
a pier over the ocean and was located 
just behind Looff’s carousel.  These were 
the two finest examples of amusement 
rides of their kind in the United States. 
The magnificent rides were together 
until 1968 when the Cyclone Racer was demolished to make way for 
Shoreline	Drive.	Looff’s	Carousel	lived	on	until	the	Pike	closed	in	1978.	
Looff’s Lite-A-Line, which started in 1941, continued in the original 
carousel building until 2000 when redevelopment resulted in the 
move to 2500 Long Beach Blvd. 

Looff’s Lite-A-Line currently houses the Looff Carousel Museum and 
Long Beach Pike Exhibit. We are announcing the Reunited Exhibit 
to include the Cyclone Racer car with the Looff’s Carousel and Long 
Beach Pike memorabilia. 

The Cyclone Roller Coaster Car exhibit is being built by Michael 
Cincola and Larry Osterhoudt, the premier authority on the Cyclone 
Racer. The car is in original condition and will include a new display 
that highlights the importance of this historic piece of Long Beach 
amusement history.

Currently you are invited to come and see the Long Beach 
Amusement Business Collection of Looff’s and Pike memorabilia free 
of charge daily from 11:30 AM until 2:00 AM at Looff’s Lite-A-Line. The 
new Cyclone Racer car exhibit will be ready by February 2011 - exactly 
100 years after the Looff’s carousel building and carousel were built. 
This will be a proud anniversary for Looff’s and an important moment 
in the preservation of Long Beach amusement artifact history.

Cyclone Racer Back on Tracks!
by Larry Osterhoudt

A 53-foot wide boldly lettered neon sign attached to 
the highest point, simply proclaimed, “Cyclone Racer 

–	World’s	Greatest	Ride”.

Those who remember riding the undisputed king of 
coasters felt that the sign’s statement was more than a 
mere sales promotion – it was a statement of fact!

Built in 1930 & touted as the highest, fastest, steepest, 
smoothest ride in the world, its unforgettable 
performance still remains unrivaled.  If you were one of 
the lucky 25 million riders during its 38-year tenure, you 
definitely have a story to tell.  People today still use the 
Cyclone Racer as the ‘reference standard’ to measure 
modern-day coasters.

The Cyclone Racer’s awesome trains were comprised of 5 
four-seat cars.  Ken Larkey was wise to save one car from 
the demolition crew.  Over the years these cars went 
through some enhancements and this car has all those 
details intact plus all the original 1930 parts.

Currently, Mike Cincola, owner of Looff’s Lite-A-Line 
(originally located on the Pike’s midway) is underwriting 
construction of  a striking display for the Cyclone Racer 
car.  It will be mounted on an exact reproduction of 
its track, rebuilt to the original 1930 specifications by 
Cyclone Racer project engineer Larry Osterhoudt.  Also 
planned for the display and currently under construction 
is the original pilot dolly which was the lead for the trains.  
Ken Larkey, the museum’s founder, always said he wished 
he had the lead car.

This remarkable display will soon be among the other 
Pike Memorabilia housed at the current location of Looff’s 
Lite-A-Line at 2500 Long Beach Blvd.  Thank you very 
much, Mike Cincola, for making all this possible!

REUNITED AND IT LOOKS SO GOOD

•	 Seal	for	the	Pacific	Southwest	
Exposition, circa 1928

•	 Heavy	steel	electric	doors	from	the	
Cooper Arms, made to look like 
mahogany, circa 1924

•	 A	wooden	clothes	washer,	circa	
1916 

•	 Drug	store	&	grocery	store	window	
displays from early in the 20th 
century 

•	 An	Iowa	barber	shop	exhibit	
(brought to Long Beach shop of 
course) 

Examples of past telephones & 
switchboards:
•	 A	hotel	switchboard	from	the	

Historic	1908	Del	Mar	Hotel,	circa	
1950 

•	 A	wooden	telephone	booth	from	
Long Beach, circa 1925 

•	 Many	examples	of	phones	used	
over the past 100 years

Queen Mary Memorabilia including: 
•	 A	Queen	Mary	showcase	with	

artifacts and souvenirs
•	 Numerous	historic	photographs
•	 Roosevelt	Naval	Base	exhibit

The Long Beach Heritage Museum 
balances the challenge of preserving 
Long Beach historic memorabilia and 
artifacts with the search for a building 
or buildings to display their unique 
collection.  

We	welcome	your	support!		Do	you	
have a space that would be enhanced 
by an exhibition of historic Long Beach 
photos or memorabilia? Can you 
support us by making a donation to the 
Museum in the form of artifacts, photos 
or memorabilia?  Or can you make a 
financial donation or make a donation 
of your time as an advisor, curator or 
volunteer?  All help is truly needed and 
appreciated.  

continued from pg 1.  


